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Exfplormg the dynamics and limitations of reciprocity in Liberia-US relations, the book
offers a perspective on security and economic assistance as instruments of foreign
policy. It examines policy formulation and implementation, and the tactics and
consequences of the relationship as both cou ntriesfpursued their national interests. At
once a diplomatic history and case study of African foreign policy and presidential
leadership, the work illustrates how development and security assistance were used by
the U.S. as antidotes against communism in the Cold War and how Liberia, in spite of
the asymmetrical relationship, was able occasionally to profit from the arrangement.
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