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This book offers a first-hand account of the origins of the Beckman Institute for
Advanced Science and Technology, an interdisciplinar* research institute at the
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign devoted to leading-edge research in the
physical sciences, computation, engineering, biology, behavior, cognition, and
neuroscience. Theodore L. Brown, the Institute's founding director, brings an insider's
personal perspective on its conception and its early operations.
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