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During the next ten years, colleges of agriculture will be challenged to transform their
role in higher education and their relationship to the evolving global food and
agricultural enterprise. If successful, agriculture colleges will emerge as an important
venue for scholars and stakeholders to address some of the most complex and urgent
problems facing society. Such a transformation could reestablish and sustain the
historical position of the college of agriculture as a cornerstone institution in academe,
but for that to occur, a rapid and concerted effort by our higher education system is
needed to shape their academic focus around the reality of issues that define the
world's systems of food and agriculture and to refashion the way in which they foster
knowledge of those complex systems in their students. Although there is no single
approach to transforming agricultural education, a commitment to change is
imperative.
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