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Since its publication in 2004, Civil Society has become a standard work of reference for
all those who seek to understand the role of voluntary citizen action in the
contemporary world. In this thoroughly-revised edition, Michael Edwards updates the
arguments and evidence presented in the original and adds major new material on
issues such as civil society in Africa and the Middle East, global civil society,
information technology and new forms of citizen organizing. He explains how in the
future the pressures of state encroachment, resurgent individualism, and old and
familiar forces of nationalism and fundamentalism in new clothes will test and
re-shape the practice of citizen action in both positive and negative ways. Civil Society
will help readers of all persuasions to navigate these choppy waters with greater
understanding, insight and success. Colleges and universities, foundations and NGOs,
public policy-makers, journalists and commissions of inquiry – all have used
Edwards’s book to understand and strengthen the vital role that civil society can play
in deepening democracy, re-building community, and addressing poverty, inequality
and injustice. This new edition will be required reading for anyone who is interested in
creating a better world through citizen action.
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评论

作为公民社会概念的鼓吹者和福特基金会的成员，M
Edwards这本书写得相当有诚意，是公民社会领域很好的理论入门的参考书。他认为公
民社会概念可以从三个层面理解：1.名词，社会的一部分（主要指结社生活）；2.形容
词，具有相应美德的社会状态；3.公共领域。同意与否见仁见智，但至少够清晰。

-----------------------------
Audit的课翻过的书，算是比较入门的了。

-----------------------------
A guide to civil society

-----------------------------
入门基础
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