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The essays in this collection start with the premise that although race, like class and
gender, is socially constructed, all three categories have been shaped profoundly by
their context in a capitalist society. Race, in other words, is a historical category that
develops not only in dialectical relation to class and gender but also in relation to the
material conditions in which all three are forged. In addition to discussing and
analyzing various dimensions of the African American experience, contributors also
consider the ways in which race plays itself out in the experience of Asian Americans
and in the very different geopolitical environments of the British Empire and
postcolonial Africa.
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