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Wonderfully sardonic and slyly humorous, the writings of landmark American feminist
and socialist thinker Charlotte Perkins Gilman were penned in response to her
frustrations with the gender-based double standard that prevailed in America as the
twentieth century began. Perhaps best known for her chilling depiction of a woman's
mental breakdown in her unforgettable 1892 short story "The Yellow Wall-Paper”,
Gilman also wrote "Herland", a wry novel that imagines a peaceful, progressive country
from which men have been absent for 2,000 years. Both are included in this volume,
along with a selection of Gilman's major short stories and her poems.
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Charlotte Perkins Gilman (1860-1935) was born in New England, a descendant of the
prominent and influential Beecher family. In 1884 she married Charles Water Stetson.
Afteréivmg birth, Charlotte sank into a deep depression. She entered a sanitarium in
Philadelphia to undergo the 'rest cure', a controversial treatment, which forbade any
type of physical activity or intellectual stimulation. 1892, she published the
now-famous story 'The Yellow Wall-Paper'. In 1898, her most famous nonfiction book,
Women and Economics, was published. With its publication, and subsequent
translation into seven languages, Gilman earned international acclaim. In 1900, she
married her first cousin, George Houghton Gilman. Over the next thirty-five years, she
wrote and published hundreds of stories and poems and more than a dozen books.
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Herland RRXAFK! 1EWMarstonBEE T X M4, E"wonder-woman"—1aERH I T
o "..those 'feminine charms' we are so fond of are not feminine at all, but mere
reflected masculinity--developed to please us because they had to please us, and in no
way essential to the real fulfillment of their great process."
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