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The interaction between civil and military officials in imperial China is a crucial factor
distinguishing Chinese civilization from other cultural traditions, but one that has not
received enough attention from modern historians. Through exploring the evolution of
civil and military power in China from the Tang to the Song dynasty, this book explains
the formation of distinctive identities between civil and military officials in imperial
China. The competition of political power is the primary factor producing tension and
even hostility between the civil and military officials. To strengthen their own authority
and sense of cultural superiority, Song literati stigmatized military men as immoral and
ignorant. With this cultural bias, civil officials confronted military officials as potential
rivals rather than colleagues, and this distrust became an unsolved dilemma for the
Song government. For Scholars interested in the history of Chinese literati, military
officials and political culture, this book provides a new viewpoint.
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书评

晚明来华的欧洲传教士，常常惊叹于中国一种特殊的制度——“文治”，在当时的世界
各地，没有一个国家像中国这样完全依靠文官体系来治理国家，军事贵族、诸侯、武将
则要么不存在，要么服从通过科举制度选拔的文人士绅的指令。这就极大地消弭了内部
战乱的可能性，减少了战争频率...  

-----------------------------

-----------------------------

-----------------------------
本书是作者博士论文，旁征博引，引用较多典籍佐证，观点也都阐明出来；
文和武孰轻孰重在唐宋是绕不开，北宋重文轻武的大前提是想跟唐朝反着来，受过藩镇
割据的影响，赵匡胤削弱武官权势，提拔文官也能理解，从而北宋文化达到历史高峰，
但另一方面又因为重用文臣，在边疆受到制...  

-----------------------------
出将入相是中国的政治文化传统，典型的比如西汉初年的军功集团，马上打完天下以后
，立马担任三公九卿诸要职，马下治天下。这个传统到安史之乱是个分水岭，此后，朝
廷开始有意识的抑制武人的权力，一方面，加强中央神策军的力量，另一方面，建立太
监监军制度，防止安禄山的悲剧...  

-----------------------------
很稳的一部作品，作者成书年岁较早，原作是用英文写的，历经周折后方有了中文版，
是故书中保留着一些英文论文的特点，比如每个名字后的生卒年月和脚注的样式。
另外，有幸见到了方教授本尊，儒雅随和，讲座也有颇多启发；对谈吴铮强教授所提出
的宋朝地缘政治的观点非常新颖。 ...  
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-----------------------------
去年末拜读王赓武先生《五代时期北方中国的权力结构》，甚惋惜王先生未及阐释后周
至宋初的权力聚散过程。幸王先生在序言中叙及方先生《权力结构与文化认同》一文，
当时已拟美亚采买原版，随手检索国图，竟发现社科文献出版社已于18年12月出中译
本。后一直关注此书发售情况，又...  
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