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This lively and engaging book is the only popular work to explore the profound impact
of Ancient Greece and Rome on the Founding Fathers. The classical education they
imbibed as young students inspired them to undertake the American Revolution and
influenced their approach to a host of constitutional and practical issues crucial to the
shaping of the new American republic. Recounting the stirring stories the founders
encountered in their favorite histories of Greece and Rome, renowned scholar Carl J.
Richard explores what they learned from these vivid tales and how they applied these
lessons to their own heroic quest to win American independence and establish a
durable republic. Richard explains how the founders learned the importance of
individual rights from the absence of those rights in Sparta, the superiority of
republican government to monarchy from the Greek victory over the Persians, the
perils of democracy from the instability of Athens, the need for a strong central
government from the fall of Greece to Macedon and Rome, the importance of virtue to
the success of a republic from early Rome, the need for eternal vigilance against
ambitious individuals from the fall of the Roman republic, and the preciousness of
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liberty from its destruction by the Roman emperors. Crucial to the decisions that
shaped the United States, these lessons remain invaluable today for every citizen
concerned with America's future course.
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