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Arguing that American culture appeals to and is populated by children and
adolescents who merely appear to be adult men and women, the essays in Perpetual
Adolescence examine the Jungian archetype of the "eternal youth"--the puer
aeternus--as it is manifested in the arrested development of American culture. From
the infantilization of the American psyche and the lionization of teenaged celebrities
and bodies, to fanatical conformity, and puerile entertainment, the contributors probe
the various ways that American television, music, film, print, Internet, education, and
social movements work to nourish and sustain this child archetype.
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