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Located at the tip of the San Francisco peninsula in the heart of what is now the city's
Mission District, the Mission of San Francisco de AsAA-s, established in 1776, was the
sixth to be founded in the Alta California mission system. Northern California was
home to many small tribal communities when the Franciscans began developing
missions in the area in 1769. While no firsthand written accounts exist of Bay Area
Indians' experiences at Mission San Francisco, there is evidence that, just as Hispanic
colonists introduced Hispanic cultural customs to California, Bay Area Indians retained
their own cultural traditions as they entered the missions. In this finely crafted study
Quincy Newell examines the complexity of cultural contact between Franciscans and
the native Eopulations at Mission San Francisco. Records of traditional rituals and
lifeways taking place alongside introduced doctrines and practices reveal the various
ways California Indians adopted, adapted, and rejected aspects of mission life. Using
baptismal, marriage, and death records to tell the history of these colonized peoples,
Newell demonstrates that the priests' conversion and Hispanicization of the Bay Area
Indians remained partial at best.
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