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Robin Maddock spent three years accompanying police going about their work in east
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London. His photographs of various raids uncover a seedy narrative, how a dangerous
myth of success without education had grown over the last twenty years within our
youth. It is now aspirational to be violent, vain and most dangerously, uneducated.

In 2007 a UNICEF study of child well-being in 21 industrialized countries placed Britain
firmly at the bottom of the table. Yet we don't need to be told something is wrong with
our young around us. These images show an endless cycle of raids and arrests that
don't even make the local newspapers; as such the scenes evoke a sense of the
everyday, the mundane daily grind of a redesigned and well-played ritual. Drugs are
the most prized aspect of the raid, valued equally by both sides, they become visible
through confrontations, weapons and a tide of visitors to the house of the mother.
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