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The war between the States has only been over for two months, and the roads and
rivers are clogged with men traveling in all directions. Most of them will make it home
one way or another. That's the easy part. It's what you bring home inside your head
that's the problem. Set during the last year of the American Civil War, Death on the
River portrays the grim brutality of war through the eyes of a young soldier. After the
older brother he worshipped is killed in battle, young Jake Clay joins the Union Army in
the spring of 1864, determined to make his parents proud and honor his brother's
death. His dreams of glory vanish, however, when he is wounded and taken prisoner in
his first battle at Cold Harbor, Virginia, and confined to the Confederate prison camp at
Andersonville, where 30,000 soldiers face violence, disease and starvation. Frightened
and disillusioned, Jake takes up with Billy Sharp, an unscrupulous opportunist who
shows him how to survive, no matter what the cost. By the war's end Jake's sleep is
haunted by the ghosts of those who have died so he could live. When the camp is
liberated, Jake and Billy head north on the Mississippi riverboat Sultana, overcrowded
far beyond its capacity. Unknown to Jake, the fateful journey up river will come closer
to killing him than Andersonville did, but it will also provide him with his one chance at
redemption. John Wilson is the author of twenty-three books for juveniles, teens and
adults. His self-described "addiction to history" has resulted in many award-winning
novels that bring the past alive for young readers. Incredibly, even the worst of the
horrors that Jake experiences in Death on the River actually happened. John spends
significant portions of the year traveling across the country speaking in schools, leaving
his audiences excited about the past. John lives in Lantzville, British Columbia.
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