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This book addresses the shifting identity of Ruthenians on both sides of
Orthodox/Uniate divide. The dissolution of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth in
the late 18th century and the incorporation of the majority of the Ruthenians - ethnic
Ukrainians and Belarusians - into the Russian Empire from the backdrop for
confessional history critical to modern Ukrainian, Belarusian, and Russian identities. In
a region long shaped by religious and cultural tensions between the Roman Catholic
and Eastern Orthodox churches, the creation in 1596 of the Uniate church, which
retained the Eastern rite but accepted Catholic doctrine, cut a new religious fault line
through Ruthenian communities that set the stage for religious and political conflict.
Drawing on archival sources from Russia, Poland, and Ukraine, "The Western Front of
the Eastern Church" addresses the shifting identity and fate of Ruthenians on both
sides of the Orthodox/Uniate divide during the politically charged era of the partitions
of Poland. Skinner investigates diverging components of these faith communities in
the 18th century, the changing political landscape as the Russian Empire expanded its
borders, and the religious tensions and violence that occurred as a result. She reveals
cultural influences that shaped Ukrainian and Belarusian identities and sheds light on
aspects of Russian imperial identity and mythology as it laid claim to its western
borderlands. The confessional focus critiques the nationalist perspective that has
dominated the presentation of Ukrainian and Belarusian history, and Skinner's
treatment brings the region into the broader discussion of confessional development
in Europe as a whole. The narrative culminates in the Uniate conversions under
Catherine II, providing new insight into the limits of religious toleration in Catherinian
Russia. This book is essential reading for Russian and East European historians and
those interested in the history of relations between the Roman Catholic and Orthodox
churches, as well as those studying the tensions between Russia, Ukraine, and Belarus
today.
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标签

评论

主要讲18世纪的鲁塞尼亚合并派教会，以及在波俄政治斗争背景下波立联邦东部地区东
仪天主教会和东正教会互相迫害的历史。看完后感觉红罗斯这种直到18世纪初才彻底转
合并派的地方在当代反俄最为强烈，而白罗斯历史上合并派根基深厚后来居然俄化得那
么彻底……
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