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Setiawan's richly atmospheric debut chronicles the passions, betrayals, and complex
domestic politics of three generations of women whose emotional lives manifest as
supernatural phenomena. In a nameless town in a timeless era, where spirits and
spells are an everyday reality, sixteen-year-old Meridia has grown up lonely and
neglected in a house literally haunted by the demons of her parents soured love. When
she falls for the charming and boyish Daniel, she sees her first real chance for love and
happiness. She moves in with his family, unaware that they are harboring dark secrets
of their own. There is a grave hidden in the garden. There are two sisters groomed from
birth to despise each other. And there is Eva, the formidable matriarch whose
grievances swarm the air in an army of bees.
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