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From the late nineteenth century to the present, decisions by the Supreme Court have
played a significant role in how American governments, especially at the state level,
have carried out the death penalty. With more than 3,400 prisoners, including 118
foreign nationals, now on death rows, the Court's role is not likely to diminish in this
area over the next several decades, barring a major shift in state laws and public
opinion. "Supreme Court and Capital Punishment," the second installment in CQ
Press' "The Supreme Court's Power in American Government series", explores how
Supreme Court rulings over its history have shaped and reshaped the rules under
which Americans have been tried, convicted, sentenced and put to death for capital
offenses. Through judicial decisions and other primary documents, this reference
explores the impact of these rulings upon the behavior of legislators, judges,
prosecutors, defense attorneys and defendants. Considerable emphasis is placed
upon the twentieth century, especially the period since the 1972 Furman v. Georgia
case. Since Furman, few areas of constitutional doctrine have undergone more abrupt
changes than Court-mandated standards for administering capital punishment. A
second principal theme of this volume is an examination of the impact of race upon
the long evolution of the Court's death penalty jurisprudence. As defendants and
victims, African-Americans on trial for their lives in Southern courts became the central
figures in the design and redesign of capital punishment in the twentieth century. The
Court's - effective counsel - decisions have played a major role in how states shape
their public defender systems and how they respond to the claims of impoverished
defendants charged with capital crimes. The documents section of the volume
includes: selections from key; Supreme Court decisions, both majority opinions and
dissents; Amici briefs by a variety of organizations; selections from proponents and
opponents of capital punishment; legislative debates on proposed moratoriums on
capital punishment that took place in Nebraska, Vermont and Illinois during the past
few years; congressional debate on the Racial Justice Act; statistical studies such as
that conducted by Iowa law professor David Baldus; and, vivid early newspaper
accounts of executions and trials. Important topics covered in "Supreme Court and
Capital Punishment" include the following: judicial philosophies on the death penalty
throughout the history of the Court; debate over the execution of juveniles, the
mentally retarded, and the insane; race and capital punishment; constitutionality of
methods of execution; and, changing public opinion and its impact on capital
punishment.

作者介绍:

目录:

The Supreme Court and Capital Punishment_下载链接1_

标签

http://www.allinfo.top/jjdd


评论

-----------------------------
The Supreme Court and Capital Punishment_下载链接1_

书评

-----------------------------
The Supreme Court and Capital Punishment_下载链接1_

http://www.allinfo.top/jjdd
http://www.allinfo.top/jjdd

	The Supreme Court and Capital Punishment
	标签
	评论
	书评


