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A physician with a particular interest in psychological disorders and satirist, Mandeville
published versions of his notorious "Fable of the Bees" from 1714 to 1732. Each was a
defence and elaboration of his short satirical poem "The Angry Hive, 1705". The version
of the Fable of 1723 and 1732 are the fullest defences of his early paradox that social
benefit is the unintended consequence of personal vice. It is an argument that is
generally held to lie behind Adam Smith's doctrine of the 'hidden hand' of economic
development.
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评论

读的是1970年版的企鹅。小幅诗体寓言加长篇评注，倒也没有头重脚轻，只是讽刺文
学对缺心眼读者不太友好。关键的论点跟鲍德里亚的符号价值还挺契合，只是曼德维尔
后来就歪楼了。不知道鲍氏有没有得到过这本书的启发。之外就是收获了十八世纪中上
层人民骄奢淫逸的生活细节和男德女德知识。

-----------------------------
读了Grumbling Hive和Remarks。“Vice as the foundation of the emerging capitalist
economy." ...................
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