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Charles Booth's pioneering survey, Life and Labour of the People in London, published
in seventeen volumes between 1889 and 1903, was a landmark in empirical social
investigation. His panorama of London life has dominated all subsequent accounts: its
scope, precision and detail make it an unrivalled source for the period. Mr. Charles
Booth's Inquiry is the first systematic account of the making of the survey, based upon
an intensive examination of the huge Booth archive. This contains far more material
than was eventually published, in particular on women, work, religion, education,
housing and social relations, as well as on poverty. While the book acknowledges the
leading role of Booth himself, it highlights the significance of the contributions of his
associates, including Beatrice Potter (Webb), Octavia Hill, Llewellyn Smith and G.H.
Duckworth. Life and Labour of the People in London is a founding text of both social
history and modern sociology. It has however commonly been misunderstood and
frequently misused. Mr. Charles Booth's Inquiry sets the survey in perspective and
demonstrates the richness of the Booth archive and its potential for modern
scholarship in both history and the social sciences.
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