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This is the definitive and complete book about a phenomenon which did not exist a
hundred years ago, but is now growing rapidly and dramatically changing Western
culture -- the rise of Western (mostly American) teachers, who fill the role of guru or
master.

A few books have appeared on some narrow aspects of this astounding phenomenon;
this is the first book to survey the entire field. Encyclopedic in its scope, The Book of
Enlightened Masters includes biographical essays on 140 spiritual teachers, giving their
life stories and an account of their teachings. Yet it is also a user-friendly introduction,
with a survey of the teachers and their teachings, a historical narrative of how and
when the movement developed, and an evaluation of the issues raised by it.
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