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The essays in this volume establish the facts of Lanyer's life and use her poetry to
interrogate that of her male contemporaries, Donne, Jonson, and Shakespeare (she
was once thought to be Shakespeare's "Dark Lady"). Lanyer's work sheds light on views
of gender and class identities in early modern society. B% using Lanyer to look at the
larger issues of women writers working within a patriarchal system, the author go
beyond the explication of Lanyer's writing to address the dynamics of canonization
and the construction of literary history.
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