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"PPPP ...To compress 200 years of psychiatric theory and practice into a compelling
and coherent narrative is a fine achievement ...What strikes the reader [most] are
Shorter's storytelling skills, his ability to conjure up the personalities of the
psychiatrists who shaped the discipline and the conditions under which they and their
patients lived."--Ray Monk The Mail on Sunday magazine, U.K. "An opinionated,
anecdote-rich history...While psychiatrists may quibble, and Freudians and other
psychoanalysts will surely squawk, those without a vested interest will be thoroughly
entertained and certainly enlightened."--Kirkus Reviews. "Shorter tells his story with
immense panache, narrative clarity, and genuinely deep erudition."--Roy Porter
Wellcome Institute for the History of Medicine. In A History of Psychiatry, Edward
Shorter shows us the harsh, farcical, and inspiring realities of society's changing
attitudes toward and attempts to deal with its mentally ill and the efforts of
generations of scientists and physicians to ease their suffering. He paints vivid portraits
of psychiatry's leading historical figures and pulls no punches in assessing their roles in
advancing or sidetracking our understanding of the origins of mental illness. Shorter
also identifies the scientific and cultural factors that shaped the development of
psychiatry. He reveals the forces behind the unparalleled sophistication of psychiatry
in Germany during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries as well as the emergence
of the United States as the world capital of psychoanalysis. This engagingly written,
thoroughly researched, and fiercely partisan account is compelling reading for anyone
with a personal, intellectual, or professional interest in psychiatry.
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Bulletin of the History of Medicine 72.1 (1998) 153-155 Edward Shorter. A History of
Psychiatry: From the Era of the Asylum to the Age of Prozac. New York: John Wiley &
Sons, 1997. xii + 436 pp. Ill. $U.S. 30.00; $Can. 42.50. Edward Shorter is a historia...  
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19世纪的英国乡村，一间宁静的小教堂里，当简•爱和罗切斯特与他们的幸福仅有半步
之遥的时候，一位来自西印度群岛的不速之客却打断了这场没有嘉宾的婚礼。面对不知
所措的简，罗切斯特讲述了关于他妻子的故事：“伯莎•梅森•罗切斯特，她家三代有
疯病，但是他们看我年轻...  

-----------------------------
从精神病历史来看，精神病基本分两种：一种属于作为科学的医学意义上的；一种属于
社会建构意义上的，也就是说精神病一种社会知识偏见下的观念。
《精神病学史:从收容院到百忧解》一书的作者爱德华·肖特看来属于一位站在生物精
神病立场上的学者，在他看来精神病不...  
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谁能够写这样的书，我想除了美国人很难办到。
一个非医学科的人，能够了解这么多的学术名词，然后将这段历史讲的如此生动。这或
许就是科学的态度。
读书做学问是一种生活方式，我相信只有这样人才能写出这样的书，为的是一个信念：
勇于探索，不断抛弃成见，去接近真理，为的是...  

-----------------------------
出差路上一边读这本书一边发微博：
1、所有科学都要经历江湖骗术的考验，化学摆脱炼金术，脑科学挣脱颅相术，心理学
和精神病学抛弃精神分析这门伪科学。你用两片药，就摧毁了弗洛伊德花费几十年建立
的城堡。 2、精神病学的进步说明，近三十年的变化是核变，想想康熙到光绪两...  
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