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The Holy Fire: The Teachings of Rabbi Kalonymus Kalman Shapira, the Rebbe of the
Warsaw Ghetto is a journey into the mind and spirit of a sublime hasidic master in his
moments of joy and tranquillity, and later, in his time of personal and communal
catastrophe. The reader takes a voyage into the rich and variegated world of
twentieth-century Hasidism in Poland, a world destroyed by the Holocaust. This is a
volume inspired by a deeply sensitive and poetic individual of faith who is grappling
with an unfolding disaster. While the Holocaust has engendered a voluminous body of
religious and philosophical writings attempting to probe the issues this unfathomable
period raises in all their enormity, virtually all were written after the war, when a
modicum of distance and reflection is possible. Contemporaneous diaries and
chronicles written as the events were happening concentrate on the descriptive
accounts of the horrors. The Holy Fire, however, engages a sustained theological
reflection and stands alone as an extended religious response from within the heart of
darkness itself while the catastrophe takes place, and is, for this reason, an
extraordinary document and an astonishing personal achievement.
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