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Few issues in the relations between China and the West invoke as much passion as
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human rights. At stake, however, are much more than moral concerns and hurt
national feelings. To Washington, the undemocratic nature of the Chinese government
makes it ultimately suspect on all issues. To Beijing, the human rights pressure exerted
by the West on China seems designed to compromise its legitimacy. As China's
economic power grows and its influence on the politics of evelopmg countries
continues, an understanding of the place of human rights in China's foreign relations is
crucial to the implementation of an effective international human rights agenda.In
Human Rights in Chinese Foreign Relations, Ming Wan examines China's relations with
the United States, Western Europe, Japan, and the United Nations human rights
institutions.Wan shows that, after a decade of persistent external pressure to reform its
practices, China still plays human rights diplomacy as traditional power politics and
deflects pressure by mobilizing its propaganda machine to neutralize Western
criticism, by making compromises that do not threaten core interests, and by offering
commercial incentives to important nations to helpdprevent a unified Western front.
Furthermore, at the UN, China has largely succeeded in rallying developing nation
members to defeat Western efforts at censure.In turn, it is apparent to Wan that, while
the idea of human rights matters in Western policy, it has seldom prevailed over
economic considerations or concerns about national security. Western governments
have not committed as many policy resources to pressuring Beijing on human rights as
to otherissues, and the differing degrees of commitment to human rights-relate
foreign policy explain why Japan, Western Europe, and the United States, in that order,
have gradually retreated from confronting China on human rights issues.
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