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The two leading thinkers in historical geography in the English-speaking world in the
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mid-twentieth century were Carl Sauer and H.C. Darby. Critical evaluations of the work
of Carl Sauer have been published but so far none have examined the contribution of
H.C. Darby, although the influence of his ideas on his students and many other
contemporary scholars in geography, history and archaeology can be seen in the
development of landscape studies and advances in the understanding of processes of
geographical change. This set of twelve previously unpublished essays on historical
geography written by Darby in the 1960s explains the basis of his ideas. The material
was intended by Darby as a book, but he failed to complete this in his lifetime. The
essays are divided into three quartets of studies relating to England, France and the
United States. They are accompanied by contributions from Hugh Clout, T.J. Coppock,
Hugh Prince and Michael Williams which both contextualize the material and bring it
up-to-date.
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