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The contributors to this exciting new collection, edited by Wendy Patterson, address
the real and far-reaching affects of narrative in everyday life. Positing the power and
intentionality of narrative-in short its strategic uses-the essays reveal how we use our
ways of telling to reclaim, evaluate, and draw meaning from our experiences in an
increasingly complex world. The contributors take up themes of narrative as
resistance, the ethical dimension of narrative, the importance of narrative in the
imaginary social worlds of children, the role of narrative in the construction of
masculinity, the uses of narrative in therapy, and the significance of imaginary stories
in personal narratives of traumatic experience. Strategic Narrative brings together
diverse perspectives from a range of disciplines and takes the reader into compelling
discussions of this often simplified and confoundingly theorized form of discourse.
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