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A leading ethicist suggbests ways to take the moral high road in one's personal life. In
this topically relevant book on modern ethical issues, Dorff focuses on personal ethics,
Judaism's distinctive way of understanding human nature, our role in life, and what we
should strive to be, both as individuals and as members of a community. Dorff
addresses specific moral issues that affect our personal lives: privacy, particularly at
work as it is affected by the Internet and other modern technologies; sex in and outside
of marriage; family matters, such as adoption, surrogate motherhood, stepfamilies,
divorce, parenting, and family violence; homosexuality; justice, mercy, and forgiveness;
and charitable acts and social action. Elliot N. Dorff, Rabbi (Jewish Theologica
Seminary), PhD (Columbia University), is rector and Sol and Anne Dorff Distinguished
Professor of Philosophy at the American Jewish University (formerly the University of
Judaism) in Los Angeles. Among the twelve books he has written are four
award-winning books on Jewish ethics and law published by The Jewish Publication
Society: Matters of Life and Death (1998) on Jewish medical ethics; To Do the Right and
the Good (2002) on Jewish social ethics; Love Your Neighbor and Yourself on Jewish
personal ethics; and For the Love of God and People: A Philosophy of Jewish Law
(2007). He has also edited 10 books, including Contemporary Jewish Ethics and
Morality (Oxford, 1995) and Contemporary Jewish Theology (Oxford, 1999), co-edited

by Louis Newman, who also co-edited with Dorff the first three volumes of the Jewish
Choices, Jewish Voices series. Since 1984, Rabbi Dorff has served on the Rabbinical
Assembly's Committee on Jewish Law and Standards, and has served as its Chair since
2007. He has also served on several federal advisory commissions dealing with the
ethics of health care, sexual responsibility, and research on human subjects. He is a
member of the State of California's Ethics Committee on embryonic stem cell research.
He is married to Marlynn, and they have four children and seven grandchildren.
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