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The European Court of Justice is a controversial institution. Its su pﬁorters seeitas
having played a central and positive role in shaping a polity which has given its
Member States an unprecedented de%ree of peace, stability and prosperity. To its
detractors, it has ignored the Treaties from which it derives its powers in order to
pursue an agenda of its own about the political shape of Europe. This book analyses
the Court's place in the institutional architecture of the European Union and its
contribution to the constitutionalization of the Union and the development of the
Union's substantive law. Questions examined include the jurisdiction of the Court; the
relationship between Union law and national law; the impact of Union law on national
laws concerniniremedies; and the protection of fundamental rights. The book also
looks at certain key areas of substantive law which have to a large extent been
judicially constructed. In the final section, some overarching themes relating to the
Court's overall approach are addressed. To what extent has it evolved with the
development of the Union? What has been the Court's relationship with the other
institutions of the Union and the national courts of the Member States? Should we
regard the central role the Court has undoubtedly played in the development of the
Union as legitimate? What is the nature of the role reserved for the Court under the
Union's Constitutional Treaty, signed by the Member States in Rome on 29 October
20047 The book will be of interest to anyone concerned with the development of the
European Union and the role of the Court in that process.
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