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Francis Schaeffer was a well-known, extremely influential apologist and thinker who
made his mark defending orthodox truth in the face of strong opposition. He was
foremost in the vocation of apologetic ministry, and he was a brilliant man whom God
used mightily during the decades of the 1960s, 70s, and 80s.

In Truth with Love, Bryan Follis explores the theology and thinking that fueled the
ministry of Francis Schaeffer, from his Reformed position to his understanding of
fundamentalism. Follis examines Schaefferâ€™s apologetic argument and the role of
reason in his discussions and writings. The position Francis Schaeffer took against
modernism and its applicability in this day of postmodernism are studied as well.

This book is a beneficial resource for any Francis Schaeffer fan and any minister,
teacher, or student who appreciates truth and its defense in the face of different kinds
of opposition.

Book Review of Francis Schaeffer: An Authentic Life

Introduction

Colin Duriez was fortunate enough to not only have studied under Schaeffer when he
was younger, but he was also able to interview him about his life when Schaeffer was
near the end of his time here on earth. In this authoritative biography of one the great
philosophical minds of the 20th century, Duriez writes from much oral history from
many around the world who knew Francis Schaeffer. He also used the archives found
in the Presbyterian Church of America as well as the many other writings by Francis
Schaeffer and other family members. Needless to say, the subject of this book was
studied and researched exhaustively before pen was put to paper.

Colin Duriez has written numerous other books ranging from literary works (six books)
to biographies (three if you include this one) and a history book entitled AD 33: The
Year that Changed the World. When Duriez writes a biography, you get the feeling that
he attempted his best to walk a mile in that man’s shoes.

Summary of Francis Schaeffer: An Authentic Life

The book is a bit different in that it approaches the earlier life and “career” of Francis
Schaeffer with much more detail than most other biographies. The chapters are
broken down chronologically into eight sections. The first six sections comprise the
first forty-eight years of his life (before L’Abri) while the final two chapters blitz one
through the last twenty-four years of his pilgrimage.

Colin spends a chapter detailing his childhood leading up to Schaeffer’s role as a
pastor and denominationalist in what would later come to be known as the PCA
(Presbyterian Church of America). Of interest to some readers may be learning how
much J. Gresham Machen influenced the young Schaeffer in his ministry. During this
time in his life, he resided in St. Louis, Missouri.

The middle chapters detail the travels of the Schaeffer family from Holland to
Switzerland and stops in between. By the end of the book, we wind up in L’Abri
where Schaeffer set up a school of sorts to teach people how to wrestle with the
culture and to look at situations from another’s point of view.



Perhaps the most poignant part of the book is at the very end where Duriez shares his
interview with Schaeffer from 10 September 1980. In this interview, Schaeffer takes a
very introspective look back at his life. This conversation is an interesting peek into the
person we know as Francis Schaeffer. What is most amazing is to see how Schaeffer
lived what he believed and how what he believed impacted his worldview thus
changing his life forever.

Critique of Francis Schaeffer: An Authentic Life

I thought Duriez did a wonderful job of showing the early life of Francis Schaeffer to an
audience that may not be aware of how the man came to be the man we know. What I
would have liked to have seen is a bit more detail on the final twenty-four years of his
life. I realize there is quite a bit of writings regarding this time frame in Schaeffer’s life,
but I believe we all would have been blessed all the more to have read it from the
detailed mind of Colin Duriez.

The writing style was extremely engaging. I could tell that much of what was written
down came through oral history and conversation. Rarely was there a dry paragraph in
the book. What I mean by “dry” is that most biographers feel the need to quote
extensively from the works of the person about whom they are writing. While Duriez
does quote extensively from Schaeffer, he does so strategically and with great care.

Conclusion

This is a must read for anyone who wants to know what made this prophet of the 20th
century tick. Not only is this book a quick read, but it could easily serve as a devotional
of sorts. Many Christian college students would do themselves a favor if they were to
pick this book up and read it from cover to cover and plumb the depths of one of the
greatest minds (not limited to just Christianity) in the 20th century.

Francis Schaeffer still helps people understand what they believe and why they believe
it even 25 years after his death. We would all do well to sit at his feet and learn how God
used this man to reach so many people.
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评论

找到e书。（2011-11-30）第一次近距离地了解薛华，尤其为他在瑞士开放给所有遇到
智识上、情感上困惑的人的家，L‘Abri（Shelter），让我想起妍妍常想象的我们结婚
后未来的家，或许可以成为现实（但要极大仰赖神恩和祷告）。（2011-12-04）
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