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This book offers an overview of bourgeois culture and aspects of everyday life in the
German cultural area from the Renaissance to the end of the 18th century. At the same
time the reader is introduced to fundamental research problems. The spectrum of
topics ranges from life styles to clothing and eating habits, from consciousness of time
to rites de passage, birth, marriage and death. Special attention is paid to the role of
female and male citizens in music, literature and fine arts. This is a concise
introduction for history and art history students, scholars and everyone interested in
the pre-history of the modern world. References from important sources define the
text; together they are useful resources for teaching.
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Professor Dr. Bernd Roeck, University of Zurich, has published numerous books and
essays on the social and cultural history of early modern Europe, amongst others Eine
Stadtin Krieg und Frieden (1989), Aussenseiter, Randgruppen, Minderheiten (1991),
(legg%r)w;‘ 1900 (2001), Das historische Auge (2004), and Piero della Francesca, Geisselung

Hx: FOREWORD

CHAPTER ONE INTRODUCTION

1. Cul(tjural Significance of the German Citizen from Late Medieval to Early Modern
Perio

2.0n Terminology: Birgertum, Culture, Ways of Living, and Environment
3. The Citizens and Rural Society

CHAPTER TWO THE CHARACTER OF THE EARLY MODERN CITY IN THE HOLY ROMAN
EMPIRE

1. Geography

2. Vedute: The Ideal and the Reality of the City

3. City Planning and Construction

4. The Ideal and the Planned City

5. The Burgher’ sHouse

6. Cobblestones and Filth

CHAPTER THREE THE BURGHERS™  LIFESTYLE

1.The “BurgherHouse” and its Furnishings: Problems of Research
2. Spheres of Life

3. Household Culture: Lighting and Heating

4. Organization of the Rooms

5. Furnishings and Living Atmosphere

6. Periodization

7. Economic and Social Prerequisites for Change

CHAPTER FOUR ASPECTS OF THE DAILY LIFE

1. Organization of Time, Daily Routine

2. Meals and Drinks

3. Table Manners

4. Clothing and Fashion

5. Hygiene

6. Lifestyles and the Process of Civilization

CHAPTER FIVE THE BURGHER FAMILY

1. Aspects of Recent Research

2. The “Whole House”



3. Values

4. New Avenues for Research

CHAPTER SIXHISTORICAL MICROCOSMS: THE LIFE OF THE INDIVIDUAL

1. Youth and Education

2. Marriage

3. Death

CHAPTER SEVEN BEYOND DAILY LIFE: AMUSEMENTS, MUSIC AND DANCE,
ENTERTAINMENT AND THEATER

1. Leisure and Free-time

2. Music and Dance

3. Theater

4, l\8th Century Developments: The Concert Hall and Burgher Theater with Circles and
Balconies

CHAPTER EIGHT BURGERTUM AND THE ARTS

1. Art as Histor

2. The Rise of the Artist

3. Works of Artin the City

4. Urban Architecture

5. The Art Market and the Collecting of Art

6. The Cultural Centrality of Church'and Court in the 17th and 18th Centuries
CHAPTER NINE BURGERTUM AND HUMANISM

1. Italy and Germany

2. Paths of Cultural Transfer

3. Significance of the Urban World for the Expansion of Humanist Culture

4. Humanism and Education

CHAPTER TEN BURGHER CULTURE IN THE BAROQUE AND ENLIGHTENMENT: PHASES
AND INSTITUTIONS

1. The Problem of Periodization and Epochs

2. Institutions and Means of Discourse

3. The Enlightenment and Criticism: Tendencies towards Politicization

CHAPTER ELEVEN THE CULTURAL FUNCTION OF THE GERMAN CITY IN THE 1/THAND
18TH CENTURIES

CHAPTER TWELVE THE WAY TO ARCADIA

CHAPTER THIRTEEN THE INVENTION OF THE CULTURAL HISTORY OF THE GERMAN
BOURGEOISIE: ARTWORKS AS SOURCES AND LIEUX DE MEMOIRE

1. Pictures of German Burgher Culture during the Early Modern Period: Some Remarks
Concerning Quellenkritik

2. The Image of the Burgher: What Portraits Tell Us

3. The German Bildungsburgertum (the Educated Middle Classes) and the Cultural
History of Early Modern Europe: The Image of the Nineteenth Century

4. The Lieux de mémoire

5. Was There an Early Modern German National Culture?
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