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Using ethnographic research, the author provides original insights into Shining Path's
efforts to spread revolution to the capital city and the evolving responses of the urban
poor to the insurgency. Most books (including our title "The Shining Path" by David
Scott Palmer) on the Shining Path end their analysis in the mid-80s. Burt's analysis
goes up to the present, and is the first to look at the relationship between the group
and Fujimori.As well as lookin%at the particularities of Peru during the last twenty
years, Burt's analysis looks at the larger question of the effects of a weak or absent
state on society and democracy.The Shining Path was one of the most brutal
insurgencies ever seen in the Western Hemisphere. "Political Violence and the
Authoritarian State in Peru" explores the devastating effects of insurgent violence and
the state's brutal counterinsurgency methods on Peruvian civil society.
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