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A Global Challenge: Reflecting Theologically on AIDS gathers together recent
theological responses to the challenge of the current HIV/AIDS pandemic. It starts from
the Theological Workshop organised by UNAIDS in Namibia in December 2003 and
uses some of the key participants as primary contacts for locating these responses on
an international and ecumenical basis. Each chapter addresses and seeks to take
further the central themes identified in Namibia, namely: God and Creation,
Interpreting the Bible, Sin, Suffering and Lamentation, Covenantal Justice, Truth and
Truth-telling, The Church as a Healing, Inclusive and Accompanying Community. At
present some of the most important theological responses to HIV/AIDs made recently
in Southern Africa, South America and India are little known or appreciated in the West
(where HIV/AIDS is often considered to be a virus/disease that is now in control).
Statistical and epidemiological reports on the HIV/AIDS pandemic are now widely
available in the West, but specifically theological responses are not. This book seeks to
rectify this situation and position this theological challenge more centrally in Western
theological education. It will be of interest and concern to all those engaged in
pastoral and contextual theology within theological colleges of different traditions as
well as in university departments.
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