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The relationship between fertility and the participation rate of women in the workforce
is an increasingly important area of study for economists, demographers and
policy-makers. Recent data show important differences in the relationship between
employment rates of women and fertility across Europe. For example, in southern
Europe, low fertility rates are combined with low rates of female participation. In
contrast, Nordic countries are experiencing relatively high fertility rates combined with
high female labour market participation. Social Policies, Labour Markets and
Motherhood analyses the effects of policies aimed to reconcile motherhood and
labour market participation. Making extensive use of European Community Household
Panel data, it compares the outcomes of policies in several European countries,
analysing why they succeed in some environments but not in others. It will be of
interest to researchers, policy-makers and graduate students working on labour
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markets, population economics, demography and the methodology of applied
microeconomics.
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