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First published in 1980 to high acclaim, Burning Water won a Governor General's Award
for fiction that year. A rollicking chronicle of Captain Vancouver's search for the
Northwest Passage, the book has over its career been mentioned in recommended
lists of postmodern fiction, BC historical fiction, gay fiction and humour. This gives you
some idea of the scope of what has been called Bowering's best novel.

"I have sometimes said, kidding but not really kidding," writes its author, "that I
attended to the spirit of the west coast, and told the story about the rivals for our land
as an instance in which the commanders decided to make love, not war."
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As an accurate account of Vancouver's exploration of our coastline, Burning Water
conveys the exact length–99 feet–of the explorer's ship, and contains citations from his
journals. As a work of fanciful fiction, things usually thought to be impossible transpire,
without compromising the realism of the text. Bowering recalls that his free hand with
history particularly incensed the founder of the National Archives, who had written a
biography of George Vancouver and complained in print that Burning Water differed
too much from other, similar books in its field.

作者介绍: 

George Bowering was born in Penticton, BC, in 1935 and served as a photographer in
the RCAF. He has won the Governor General's Award for poetry (The Gangs of Kosmos
and Rocky Mountain Foot, 1969) and for fiction (Burning Water, 1980). Recent
publications include His Life: A Poem, which was shortlisted for the 2000 Governor
General's Award, Bowering's BC and A Magpie Life.
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