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The Indian Ocean, used and travelled by humans for over 5000 years, is by far the
'oldest' sea in history. In this stimulating and authoritative overview, Michael Pearson
reverses the traditional angle of maritime history and looks from the sea to its shores -
its impact on the land through trade, naval power, travel and scientific exploration.
This vast ocean, both connecting and separating nations, has shaped many countries'
cultures and ideologies through the movement of goods, people, ideas and religions
across the sea. The Indian Ocean moves from a discussion of physical elements, its
shape, winds, currents and boundaries, to a history from pre-Islamic times to the
modern period of European dominance. Going far beyond pure maritime history, this
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compelling survey is an invaluable addition to political, cultural and economic world
history.

作者介绍: 

Michael Pearson is Emeritus Professor at the University of New South Wales, Australia
and Adjunct Professor at the University of Technology, Sydney. His previous
publications include Port Cities and Intruders: The Swahili Coast, India, and Portugal m
the Early Modern Era ( 1998) and Pious Passengers: the Hajj in Earlier Times (1994) :
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书评

一些删节
1.页79行11：真正的伊斯兰典籍对海洋的态度非常积极。《古兰经》有很多段落都对海
上贸易和涉海事务表示赞许。有言曰：“他的一种迹象是：他派遣风来传达佳音，使你
们尝试他的恩惠，使船舶奉他的命令而航行，以便你们寻求他的恩惠，以便你们感谢。
”又曰：“你们的主为...  
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