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During the American Civil War, one of the greatest fears of the Union government was
that the United Kingdom might intervene on the side of the Confederacy. This book is a
unique study that combines a lively and colourful narrative with a fresh interpretation
of the American effort to avoid a naval war with Great Britain. The author chronicles the
growth and development of the Union "Ironclads," beginning with U.S.S. Monitor,
during the American Civil War.Unlike other similar histories, however, the author does
not simply recount the battle actions of these metal monsters. Instead, he crafts a
fast-paced narrative that focuses on the military men and government officials who
drove the decision-making processes, and outlines the international ramifications of
the revolution in naval affairs that took place in the 1860s. He demonstrates that
Federal ironclads were not constructed solely in response to their Confederate
counterparts, but, even more importantly, to counter the ocean-going iron ships of the
Royal Navy.The author places the naval developments of the Civil War within the
broader context of Anglo-American relations and the rapidly developing international
rivalry between the United States and Britain. The wide reaching implications of the
technological advances, and the unprecedented expansion of the U.S. Navy are usually
depicted as a sidebar to the main events of the Civil War. This work, however, brings a
new perspective to this important yet overlooked aspect of diplomacy during this time.
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