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This book is the definitive and final presentation of John Ogbu's cultural ecological
model and the many debates that his work has sparked during the past decade. The
theory and empirical foundation of Ogbu's scholarship, which some have mistakenly
reduced to the 'acting white hypothesis,' is fully presented and re-visited in this
posthumous collection of his new writings plus the works of over 20 scholars. Ogbu's
own chapters present how his ideas about minority education and culture developed.
Readers will find in these chapters the theoretical roots of his cultural ecological
model.The book is organized as a dialogue between John Ogbu and the scholarly
community, including his most ardent critics; Ogbu's own work can be read at the
same time as his critics have their say. "Minority Status, Oppositional Culture, and
Schooling" examines content, methodological, and policy issues framing the debate
on academic achievement, school engagement, and oppositional culture. It brings
together in one volume, for the first time, some of the most critical works on these
issues as well as examples of programs aimed at re-engagement. In addition to African
Americans, it also looks at school engagement among Native American and Latino
students. This book is essential reading for anyone interested in the study of the
academic achievement gap.
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