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In a beautifully crafted narrative that transports the reader from the salons of Europe to
the shores of Tahiti, Harry Liebersohn examines the transformation of global
knowledge during the great age of scientific exploration. He moves beyond the
traditional focus on British and French travelers to include Germans, Russians, and
some Americans, as well as the Tahitian, Hawaiian, and other Pacific Islanders they
encountered. He examines the expectations these servants of empire brought to the
peoples they encountered, and acknowledges the effects of Oceanian behaviors,
including unexpected notions of sexuality, on the Europeans. Equally important, he
details the reception of these travelers upon their return home.
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