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From the birth of the Gay Liberation through the rise of the AIDS Coalition to Unleash
Power (ACT UP) in 1987, the global justice movement in 1994, the largest day of antiwar
protest in world history in February 2003, the Republican National Convention protests
In August 2004, and the massive immigrant rigihts rallies in the spring of 2006, the
streets of cities around the world have been filled with a new theatrical model of
protest. Elements of fun, creativity, pleasure, and play are cornerstones of this new
approach toward protest and community building. No movement has had a larger
influence on the emergence of play in social movement activity than the %ay liberation
and queer activism of the past thirty years. This book examines the role of play in gay
liberation and queer activism, and the ways in which queer notions of play have
influenced a broad range of social movements.
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