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UConn was a fledging women's basketball program that had been to one Final Four as
of 1995. Tennessee was the king of the hill having won 7 National Championships and
having produced some of the greatest women's players of all time. Pat Summitt was
and is the head coach and is widely considered to be one of the top coaches in
women's or men's college basketball history. In fact, she turned down the Tennessee
head men's coaching job. She agreed to play Geno Auriemma and UConn in 1995 in an
epic battle in Storrs, CT. UConn won that game and won the National Championship
that year and off and running was the series. It has produced as much if not more
drama than Red Sox-Yankees, Cowboys-Giants and Knicks-Celtics. It has been
compared to Carolina-Duke on the men's side. It is certainly produced more National
Championships than both of those schools. "What Duke and North Carolina represent
in men's college basketball, UConn and Tennessee represent in women's college
basketball, the greatest rivalry in the game. Two teams that when pinned against one
another in 1995 for the National Championship changed the sport of women's college
basketball forever. The cast of characters from the polarized Hall of Fame coaches to
the all-American icons have raised the bar, the talent and the media awareness at the
national level. Although the characters change from year to year, the national fever of
this matchup continues to grow. It is an ongoing saga that defines women's basketball
and encapsulates all that is good and possible about athletic competition. Any young
player should read this book and understand that without these teams, these coaches,
these players, we would be watching women'sbasketball exclusively in March at the
Final Four." Colleen Healey, former UConn women's basketball player.
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