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What are players' agents? Why should they be regulated? How should they be
regulated? These three apparently simple questions are tackled throughout this book.
The first question appears straightforward as agents perform similar functions
throughout the world. However, as the contributions in the book reveal, the manner in
which agents operate varies. The questions of why and how to regulate again reveals
common themes but also considerable variations in patterns of regulation. In this
connection, there are, in effect, three tiers of agent regulation: international law,
national law and the law of the sports associations. This book covers the legal
regulations governing players' agents in forty countries around the world, representing
the major footballing constituencies including Argentina, Brazil, Mexico and Russia as
well as the 'Big Five' in Europe.
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