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Russia is a battered giant, struggling to rebuild its power and identity in an era of
globalization. Several of the essays in this diverse and original collection point to the
difficulty of guaranteeing a stable domestic order due to demographic shifts,
economic changes, and institutional weaknesses. Other contributors focus on the
country's efforts to respond to the challenges posed by globalization, and discuss the
various ways in which Russia is reconceptualizing its role as an international actor.
Ambivalence is a recurrent theme, according to editor Douglas W. Blum-ambivalence
about globalization's costs and benefits and the efforts required to manage them.
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