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Robert Squibb first published his Gardener's Calendar in Charleston, South Carolina, in
1787--a time when what came to the table had come from the backyard, and
households that wished to eat well (or perhaps to eat at all) had to cultivate "garlick,"
shallots, coriander, and "small sallading," as well as "spinage," "cellery," "plumbs," and
"pease" in their kitchen gardens. Squibb's planting guide was welcomed by
eighteenth-century gardeners; for the first time they had professional counsel about
specific plants that would thrive in the region and a month-by-month guide to the
nurturing of their fruits and vegetables. No longer need they guess at the effects of the
climate lag between England and Georgia or Carolina as they had done while using
British calendars.This edition follows closely the format of the 1787 volume, retaining
eighteenth-century spelling, punctuation, and ornament. Though nearly two centuries
have passed, this classic of southern gardening remains a delightfully instructive
planting guide.
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