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Taking a top-down approach, this volume considers the purpose and basic features of
design and how the concept of value can provide a quantitative measure of that wider
interaction of the engineered object with its environment. The author examines the
domain in which functional design takes place and discusses how the system concept
can be embedded in that domain. He proposes a number of functional design
elements and develops them in considerable detail, outlining how they can be applied
as part of a coherent design framework. His treatment includes many examples and
analogies that reinforce the discussions.
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