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Nearly twenty-five hundred years ago the Greek thinker Heraclitus su pposedl* uttered
the cryptic words 'Phusis kruptesthai philei.' How the aphorism, usually translated as
'Nature loves to hide," has haunted Western culture ever since is the subject of this
engaging study by Pierre Hadot. Taking the allegorical figure of the veiled goddess Isis
as a guide, and drawing on the work of both the ancients and later thinkers such as
Goethe, Rilke, V\/itt%enstem, and Heidegger, Hadot traces successive interpretations of
Heraclitus' words. Over time, Hadot finds, 'Nature loves to hide' has meant that all that
lives tends to die; that Nature wraps herself in myths; and (for Heidegger) that Being
unveils as it veils itself. Meanwhile the pronouncement has been used to explain
everything from the opacity of the natural world to our modern angst.
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A handy roadmap for Hermes' followers. For one thing, Hadot{ust shows how much
more ancient modern science actually is than it conceives itself to be. The curious
question remains as to whether Mathematics counts as a Prometheus- or
Orpheus-approach to the secrets of nature.
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