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The ideas and imagery about the future that characterize nanotechnology today are
shaped by multiple values and agendas which influence public investments, business
strategies, infrastructure design, and public debate. "Presenting Futures" highlights a
variety of ways that nanotechnology actors think about and seek to shape the future. It
brings together social scientists, humanists, government officials, activist groups,
desif%ners, and public relations professionals into a multifaceted and at times
conflicting dialogue through Eress releases, government reports, and advertisements
taken from the front lines of the political discourse over nanotechnology, as well as
original writings that situate nanotechnological futures within broader contexts. The
chapters in this volume document various approaches to the future and how
contemporary cultural conceptions about science, technology, and society are created
and ultimately influence our own cognitive frames, social contests, and material
practices. More than a catalogue of visions, the yearbook is designed to give social
scientists, natural scientists, and the general public an opportunity to explore, reflect
on, and ultimately critique these futures. In asking not so much what the future of
nanotechnology may be, but rather how different social groups and organizations
imagine and anticipate it, the yearbook offers a series of starting points for exploring
the role of the future in the present.
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