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This book offers an examination of the relationship between early Soviet documentary
and the areas of journalism, politics, and art in early Soviet culture.The Bolshevik
Revolution uprooted not only the social and political systems of the Russian Empire
but existing artistic institutions and traditions as well. Following the revolution, Soviet
artists working in all different media had to respond to the urgent problem of how to
make art relevant, even essential to the revolutionary project undertaken by the
Bolshevik Party. Focusing on the years 1921-1934, "Manufacturing Truth" explores the
great upsurge in documentary methods and approaches in the arts and reveals how
the documentary impulse influenced the development of Stalinist culture.
Documentary approaches in literature and film became a central means for redefining
the role of the artist, of art itself, and of the institution of art in the new
post-revolutionary Soviet society.The documentary impulse offered theorists and
practitioners from a wide variety of artistic factions an opportunity for their art to be
essential to the revolutionary project. Participation in this trend was supported not
only by the avant-garde, which initiated it, but by representatives of artistic movements
across the political and stylistic spectrum, in a variety of media. In using documents
and documentary methods, writers and filmmakers of the era imparted to their artistic
work a kind of authenticity, conveying a sense that they were producing an objective
record of a reality that was being rapidly and radically transformed. At the same time,
through the act of recording the building of socialism they became participants in the
process, thus responding to a perceived historical imperative.As Soviet artists
struggled toward the objectivity of historical processes, however, the tension between
the two competing aspects of the documentary impulse - its evidentiary quality ("fact")
and its discursive quality ("artifact") - grew into a contradiction. The anxiety of Soviet
authors to be relevant and to prove themselves to be relevant to the revolution would
lead them to the near effacement of authorship itself. Papazian analyzes the works of
Sergei Tretiakov, Dziga Vertov, Maxim Gorky, and Mikhail Zoshchenko to reveal how the
documentary impulse defined each author's individual artistic trajectory and led him
inexorably to the socialist realist aesthetic. Readers of Russian history, cultural history,
literature, and film studies will find much of interest in this engagingly written study.
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评论

针对早期苏联电影试验这一主体非常可贵的研究资料，史料翔实并有深刻分析对比，并
重新把事实电影等逐渐被冷落的理念进行了史学及美学复位，很有启发性。
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