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It must be something in the air. First, reclusive circuit judge Just Watson - a distant
cousin who is now, by attrition, Gideon Lowry's closest living relative - announces that
he's retiring from the bench and getting married. Then Casey, Gideon's sometime
lover, calls from Miami with the news that she's engaged. Gideon isn't drowning his
sorrows in rum these days, but a true Conch needs something more than hibiscus and
humidity to take the edge off. A date arranged through the island's discreet escort
service doesn't disappoint. Katy Morgan is lovely: a fragile reminder of Gideon's
long-lost youth.
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