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Warfare is usually theorised in the categories of jus ad bellum (justification for recourse
to force) and jus in bello (rules applicable in armed conflict). The challenge of
establishing fair and sustainable peace after conflict (jus post bellum) has received less
attention in existing law and practice, although it has an established tradition in just
war theory. This book sheds a fresh light on the use and relevance of the concept of jus
post bellum in contemporary international law and policy. It examines the origins and
foundations of the concept from an inter-disciplinary perspective. Moreover, it
identifies some of the features and challenges of a framework governing transitions
from conflict to peace, such as the treatment of sovereignty, accountability and local
ownership, the relationship of jus post bellum to jus ad bellum and jus in bello and the
role of human rights law and transitional justice.
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