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Despite a long history and tradition in the United States, conscientious objectors to
war have always been in the minority. Only a handful of objectors dissented against
World War I and II, and their voices were never influential in respect to the state's war
policy or public opinion. This book examines the challenges posed by conscientious
objectors during World Wars by focusing on two main themes: ethic of conviction and
ethic of civic responsibility. In this groundbreaking study, author Yuichi Moroi asks:
How did conscientious objectors express their conviction in the case of the state's
imperative for war? On what basis could conscientious objectors define their civic
responsibility and act upon it? Ethics of Conviction and Civic Responsibility asserts that
despite the tension between the individual and society as experienced by
conscientious objectors, there is a connection between them that holds a unique
combination of conviction and civic responsibility.
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