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In recent decades, literary studies have shown great interest in issues concerning the
elements of narrative. Narratology, with its most vocal exponents in the writings of Bal,
Genette, and Ricoeur, has also emerged as an increasingly important aspect of
classical scholarship. However, studies have tended to focus on genres that are
deemed straightforwardly narrative in form, such as epic, history, and the novel. This
volume of heretofore unpublished essays explores how theories of narrative can
promote further understandings and innovative readings of a genre that is not
traditionally seen as narrative: Roman elegy. While elegy does not tell a continuous
story, it does contain many embedded tales--narratives in their own right--located
within and interacting with the primarily nonnarrative structure of the external
frame-text. 

"Latin Elegy and Narratology" is the first volume entirely dedicated to the analysis of
Latin elegy through the prism of theories of narrative. It brings together an
international range of classicists whose specialties include Roman elegy, Augustan
literature more generally, and critical theory. Among the questions explored in this
volume are: Can the inset narratives of elegy, with their distinctive narrative strategies,
provide the key to a poetics of elegiac story telling? In what ways does elegy
renegotiate the linearity and teleology of narrative? Can formal theories of narratology
help to make sense of the temporal contradictions and narrative incongruities that so
often characterize elegiac stories? What can the reception of Roman elegy tell us about
narratives of unity, identity, and authority? The essays contained in this volume provide
provocative new readings and an enhanced understanding of Roman elegy using the
tools of narratology.
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