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The enduring appeal of Shakespeare's works derives largely from the fact that they
contain brilliantly drawn characters. Interpretations of these characters are products of
changing modes of thought, and thus past explanations of their behavior, including
Shakespeare's, no longer satisfy us. In this work, Bernard J. Paris, an eminent
Shakespearean scholar, shows how Shakespeare endowed his tragic heroes with
enduring human qualities that have made them relevant to people of later eras.
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